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ness of the responsibility for the safety of their country and
the fate of millions of lives.
"C'estla guerre Europeenne," were the words with
which Sazonov greeted Baron Schilling, on arriving from
Tsarskoe Selo at the Russian Foreign Office about 10 A. M.
on Friday morning. He at once telephoned the news to
the Tsar, who exclaimed, "This is disturbing,11 and gave
orders that he be kept informed as to further develop-
ments.34
A few minutes later Szapary arrived to read the full
text of the ultimatum and to explain and justify Austria's
action. Sazonov, who had not yet had time to consult
with the other Russian Ministers or to learn how far Eng-
land would back him up, received Szapary by saying that
he knew what brought him, but could not state what Rus-
sia's attitude would be. Szapary then read aloud the ulti-
matum, but was frequently interrupted by Sazonov's ques-
tions and objections to its statements. At the mention of
the dossier, which was to place the full Austrian evidence
against Serbia before the Powers, Sazonov asked why Aus-
tria bothered with it, when she had already sent an ultima-
tum, showing she wanted war and not an impartial investi-
gation; as things were, after the ultimatum, he said, he was
not at all curious to see the dossier. "The fact is, you want
war, and have burned your bridges." When Szapary pro-
tested that Austria was peace-loving, and merely wanted
security for her territory against foreign revolutionary
agitation and for her dynasty against bombs, Sazonov
remarked sarcastically, "One sees how pacific you are, .now
that you are setting Europe on fire." There followed a
long discussion for an hour and a half. Sazonov sought to
defend Serbia against the Austrian charges, and criticized
the form and severity of the demands, especially the short-
ness of the time-limit. He kept saying from time to time:
A* Schilling's Diary, p. 28 f.